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TTHHEE  SSCCIIEENNTTIIFFIICC  FFAACCTTSS  AABBOOUUTT  
PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  AAIIDDSS  DDRRUUGGSS

The “TAC” and the “South African Medical Association” represent
to the High Court that ARV drugs are a scientifically proven thera-
py to treat HIV infection and AIDS. These statements are false.

Witness after witness in this Application make representations to
the effect that ARV drugs prevent the development of AIDS,
increase survival time, and can potentially even cure AIDS. All
these statements are equally false.

The assertions that ARVs can prevent the development of AIDS in
HIV-infected patients or even cure AIDS is so provably false that
none of the pharmaceutical companies producing ARV drugs are
allowed or even dare to make such unsubstantiated claims.

It takes organisations like the “TAC” and the “South African
Medical Association” to make such unproven claims. The only
explanation for such irresponsible action is that the SAMA func-
tionaries and the TAC until now essentially ignored the risk of
product liability lawsuits from patients harmed by taking ARVs,
which the manufacturers of these drugs cannot. 

Remedy for such irresponsible action can only come if new legisla-
tion is passed that not only binds the manufacturers of drugs, but
also anyone promoting their merchandise to be held legally respon-
sible for any claims made, both to patients and publicly.

Because of the objective scientific facts about ARV drugs, namely
a). the high toxicity of these drugs, and b). the inability of these
drugs to prevent or cure neither HIV infections nor the develop-
ment of AIDS, there exists an objective interest on behalf of the
pharmaceutical companies manufacturing ARVs to promote these
controversial drugs with the help of other organisations. 
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In light of the fact that both Applicants, the “TAC” and the “South
African Medical Association”, are heavily involved in promoting
ARV drugs, their statements have to be particularly scrutinised as
to their scientific accuracy and their credibility.

In the context of this litigation it must be avoided at all costs that
judges are mislead by deceptive representations of ARV-promoting
organisations – such as the SAMA functionaries and the TAC – in
making rulings on the therapeutic value of ARV drugs which not
even the manufacturers of these drugs can scientifically substanti-
ate or are allowed to make. 

This is particularly important since once before the “TAC” has used
this ruse to have a South African Court make a ruling – entirely
outside the scientific facts of the ARV manufacturers – based sole-
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TThhee  TTAACC  oorrggaanniisseess  rreenntteedd  ccrroowwddss  ffoorr  tthhee  ddrruugg  iinndduussttrryy:: IInn  tthhiiss  rraallllyy,,  iinn
22000066,,  tthhee  TTAACC ppuusshheess  ffoorr  tthhee  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  ooff  yyeett  aannootthheerr  ttooxxiicc AARRVV
ddrruugg  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  ccuurree  eeiitthheerr  HHIIVV  oorr  AAIIDDSS..  TThhee  pprriimmaarryy  bbeenneeffiicciiaarriieess  ooff
tthhiiss  AARRVV pprroommoottiioonn  ccaammppaaiiggnn  aarree  nnoott  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbuutt
tthhee  AARRVV--pprroodduucciinngg  ddrruugg  ccoommppaanniieess..
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ly on the “pseudo expertise” of ARV promoting organisations and
individuals. That highly publicised case had far-reaching implica-
tions for the people of South Africa, for it forced the Government
of South Africa to roll out ARVs without any proven efficacy to
treat HIV or AIDS to tens of thousands of South African people.

In the current Application the ARV promoting “TAC” is being offi-
cially joined by the board of the “South African Medical
Association” in trying to use this ruse a second time in a South
African Court by – once again – representing ARVs in a false,
deceptive and malicious manner as the only scientifically proven
method to prevent and treat and even cure AIDS.

In light of the necessity not to let any “pseudo-scientific” opinions
by organisations promoting ARVs affect the fact finding during this
litigation it is important to review the official statements made by
the manufacturers of ARV drugs about their products. Following
are just a few examples taken from the official product information
of the manufacturers:

•• NEVIRAPINE ((““VViirraammuunnee””))  
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  BBooeehhrriinnggeerr--IInnggeellhheeiimm  ((GGeerrmmaannyy//UUSSAA))

““VVIIRRAAMMUUNNEE  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV--11  iinnffeeccttiioonn;; patients may con-
tinue to experience illnesses associated with advanced HIV-1 infec-
tion, including opportunistic infections. Patients should be advised
to remain under the care of a physician when using VIRAMUNE.”* 

•• TIPRANAVIR ((““AAppttiivvuuss””))  
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr  BBooeehhrriinnggeerr--IInnggeellhheeiimm  ((GGeerrmmaannyy//UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  AAPPTTIIVVUUSS  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV--
11  iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to develop opportunistic
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infections and other complications associated with HIV disease.
The long-term effects of APTIVUS are unknown at this time.”*

•• ZIDOVUDINE ((““RReettrroovviirr””))    
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  GGllaaxxooSSmmiitthhKKlliinnee  ((UUKK))

““RREETTRROOVVIIRR  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn,, and patients may con-
tinue to acquire illnesses associated with HIV infection, including
opportunistic infections. Therefore, patients should be advised to
seek medical care for any significant change in their health status.”*
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•• LLAAMMIIVVUUDDIINNEE  ++  ZZIIDDOOVVUUDDIINNEE ((““CCoommbbiivviirr””))  
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  GGllaaxxooSSmmiitthhKKlliinnee  ((UUKK))

““CCOOMMBBIIVVIIRR  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn and patients may con-
tinue to experience illnesses associated with HIV infection, includ-
ing opportunistic infections. Patients should be advised that the use
of COMBIVIR has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission
of HIV to others through sexual contact or blood contamination.“*

•• AABBAACCAAVVIIRR ((““ZZiiaaggeenn””))    
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  GGllaaxxooSSmmiitthhKKlliinnee  ((UUKK))

““ZZIIAAGGEENN  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn and patients may con-
tinue to experience illnesses associated with HIV infection,
including opportunistic infections. Patients should remain under
the care of a physician when using ZIAGEN. Patients should be
advised that the use of ZIAGEN has not been shown to reduce the
risk of transmission of HIV to others through sexual contact or
blood contamination.”*

•• AABBAACCAAVVIIRR  ++  LLAAMMIIVVUUDDIINNEE ((““KKiivveexxaa//EEppzziiccoomm[[UUSS]]””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  GGllaaxxooSSmmiitthhKKlliinnee  ((UUKK))

““EEPPZZIICCOOMM  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn and patients may con-
tinue to experience illnesses associated with HIV infection, includ-
ing opportunistic infections. Patients should remain under the care
of a physician when using EPZICOM. Advise patients that the use
of EPZICOM has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission
of HIV to others through sexual contact or blood contamination.”*
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•• FFOOSSAAMMPPRREENNAAVVIIRR ((““TTeellzziirr//LLeexxiivvaa[[UUSS]]””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  GGllaaxxooSSmmiitthhKKlliinnee  ((UUKK))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  LLEEXXIIVVAA  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV
iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to develop opportunistic
infections and other complications associated with HIV disease.
The long-term effects of LEXIVA are unknown at this time. Patients
should be told that there are currently no data demonstrating that
therapy with LEXIVA can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to
others.”*
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•• EENNFFUUVVIIRRTTIIDDEE ((““FFuuzzeeoonn””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  RRoocchhee  ((SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd))

““FFUUZZEEOONN  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn  oorr  AAIIDDSS.. FUZEON does
not prevent the transmission of HIV. People taking FUZEON may
still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that can hap-
pen with HIV infection.”*

•• SSAAQQUUIINNAAVVIIRR ((““IInnvviirraassee””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  RRoocchhee  ((SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  IINNVVIIRRAASSEE  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV
iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to acquire illnesses associated
with advanced HIV infection, including opportunistic infections.”*

•• NNEELLFFIINNAAVVIIRR    ((““VViirraacceepptt””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  PPffiizzeerr  ((UUSSAA))  //  RRoocchhee  ((SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd))

““VVIIRRAACCEEPPTT  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn  oorr  AAIIDDSS.. People tak-
ing VIRACEPT may still develop opportunistic infections or other
conditions associated with HIV infection. Some of these condi-
tions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, Mycobacterium
avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi’s sarcoma.”*

•• DDEELLAAVVIIRRDDIINNEE  ((““RReessccrriippttoorr””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  PPffiizzeerr  IInncc..  ((UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  RREESSCCRRIIPPTTOORR  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr
HHIIVV--11  iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to acquire illnesses
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associated with HIV-1 infection, including opportunistic infec-
tions. Treatment with RESCRIPTOR has not been shown to reduce
the incidence or frequency of such illnesses, and patients should
be advised to remain under the care of a physician when using
RESCRIPTOR. Patients should be advised that the use of RESCRIP-
TOR has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of
HIV-1.”*

•• LLOOPPIINNAAVVIIRR  ++  RRIITTOONNAAVVIIRR ((““KKaalleettrraa””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAbbbbootttt  PPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaallss  ((UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  KKAALLEETTRRAA  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV
iinnffeeccttiioonn  and that they may continue to develop opportunistic
infections and other complications associated with HIV disease.
The long-term effects of KALETRA are unknown at this time.”*
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•• RRIITTOONNAAVVIIRR ((““NNoorrvviirr””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAbbbbootttt  PPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaallss  ((UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  NNOORRVVIIRR  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV
iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to acquire illnesses associat-
ed with advanced HIV infection, including opportunistic infec-
tions. Patients should be told that the long-term effects of NORVIR
are unknown at this time.”*

•• AATTAAZZAANNAAVVIIRR ((““RReeyyaattaazz””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAbbbbootttt  PPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaallss  ((UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  RREEYYAATTAAZZ  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV
iinnffeeccttiioonn and that they may continue to develop opportunistic
infections and other complications associated with HIV disease.
Patients should be told that there are currently no data demonstrat-
ing that therapy with REYATAZ can reduce the risk of transmitting
HIV to others through sexual contact.”*

•• EEFFIIVVAARREENNZZ ((““SSuussttiivvaa””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAbbbbootttt  PPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaallss  ((UUSSAA))

““PPaattiieennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  SSUUSSTTIIVVAA  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV--
11  iinnffeeccttiioonn  and that they may continue to develop opportunistic
infections and other complications associated with HIV-1 disease.
Patients should be told that there are currently no data demonstrat-
ing that SUSTIVA therapy can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV
to others through sexual contact or blood contamination.”*
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•• EEFFIIVVAARREENNZZ  ++  EEMMTTRRIICCIITTAABBIINNEE  ++  TTEENNOOFFOOVVIIRR ((““AAttrriippllaa””))
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  BBrriissttooll--MMeeyyeerrss  SSqquuiibbbb

““AATTRRIIPPLLAA  iiss  nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn  and patients may con-
tinue to experience illnesses associated with HIV infection, includ-
ing opportunistic infections. Patients should remain under the care
of a physician when using ATRIPLA.”*

IInn  lliigghhtt  ooff  tthheessee  ffaaccttuuaall  ssttaatteemmeennttss  aabboouutt  tthhee  iinnaabbiilliittyy  ooff  AARRVVss  ttoo
pprreevveenntt  oorr  ccuurree  HHIIVV  oorr  AAIIDDSS  bbyy  tthhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  ccoommppaanniieess
wwhhoo  rreesseeaarrcchheedd,,  ddeevveellooppeedd,,  ppaatteenntteedd  aanndd  mmaarrkkeett  tthheessee  pprroodduuccttss
gglloobbaallllyy  iitt  iiss  eevviiddeenntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ““TTAACC””  aanndd  tthhee  ““SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaann  MMeeddii--
ccaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn””  bbuuiilldd  tthheeiirr  eennttiirree  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  oonn  aann  oouuttrriigghhtt  lliiee::
tthhee  nnoonn--eexxiissttiinngg  aabbiilliittyy  ooff  AARRVVss  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  oorr  ttrreeaatt  HHIIVV  oorr  AAIIDDSS..

In light of the sobering information about AIDS drugs provided by
those companies that developed these drugs it is inexcusable that
a South African company - that was not involved in the develop-
ment of these drugs but merely licenses them - tries to market toxic
ARV drugs with the misleading promise that the ARV drugs may
“improve your condition.” The following product information
statements of “Aspen Pharmacare Pty Ltd.” about its leading ARV
drugs “Nevirapine” and “Staduvine” have no scientific basis and
are deliberately misleading the public: 

••  AASSPPEENN  NNEEVVIIRRAAPPIINNEE
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAssppeenn  PPhhaarrmmaaccaarree  PPttyy..  LLttdd..

““AAssppeenn  NNeevviirraappiinnee  200 mg may improve your condition, but it iiss
nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  yyoouurr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn.. HIV infection is a disease
spread by contact with blood or sexual contact with an infected
individual. Treatment with Aspen Nevirapine 200 mg has not been
shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV infection on to others by
sexual contact or by blood transfer.”*
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•• AASSPPEENN  ZZIIDDOOVVUUDDIINNEE  
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr::  AAssppeenn  PPhhaarrmmaaccaarree  LLttdd..  PPttyy..

““AAssppeenn  ZZiiddoovvuuddiinnee  300 mg may improve your condition, but it iiss
nnoott  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  yyoouurr  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn..  HIV infection is a disease spread
by contact with blood or sexual contact with an infected individ-
ual. Treatment with Aspen Zidovudine 300 mg has not been shown
to reduce the risk of passing HIV infection on to others by sexual
contact or by blood transfer. Therefore, you must continue to take
appropriate precautions to avoid giving the virus to others.”*

This deceptive labelling of “Aspen’s” ARV products is a fraud on
the public. Without having been involved in the development of
these ARV drugs, “Aspen” makes false and deceptive health claims
about the possible efficacy of ARVs, that none of the pharmaceu-
tical companies that actually developed them is allowed to make.
Thus, there is an immediate need for the respective government
authorities to intervene and to hold “Aspen” responsible for violat-
ing the “Medicines Control Act” and other South African laws. This
intervention is particularly important, since “Aspen Pharmacare
Pty. Ltd.” is not only promoting its ARVs to thousands of people in
South Africa, but also exports them to other African countries with
these fraudulent claims. 

IInn  ssuummmmaarryy,,  tthhee  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  lliisstt  ooff  ssttaatteemmeennttss  bbyy  tthhee  pphhaarrmmaa--
cceeuuttiiccaall  ccoommppaanniieess  tthhaatt  aaccttuuaallllyy  ddeevveellooppeedd  tthheessee  AARRVV  ddrruuggss
uunneeqquuiivvooccaallllyy  ddooccuummeennttss  tthhaatt  nnoonnee  ooff  tthheessee  ddrruuggss  hhaass  bbeeeenn
pprroovveenn  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  oorr  ccuurree  HHIIVV  oorr  AAIIDDSS  aanndd  nnoonnee  ooff  tthheessee  ddrruuggss  aarree
aalllloowweedd  ttoo  bbee  mmaarrkkeetteedd  aannyywwhheerree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  ccllaaiimmss..
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TThhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  nnoonnee  ooff  tthhee  AARRVV  pprroodduuccttss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  mmaarrkkeetteedd  iinn  SSoouutthh
AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd  ccaann  ccuurree  HHIIVV oorr  AAIIDDSS  iiss  aa  lliittttllee  kknnoowwnn  ffaacctt..  TThhiiss
ggaapp  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  hhaass  ttwwoo  mmaaiinn  rreeaassoonnss::

11..  TThhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  mmuullttiinnaattiioonnaallss  iinnvveesstt  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  RRaanndd  iinn
oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  pprroommoottiinngg  AARRVVss  ––  ddeessppiittee  tthheeiirr  iinnaabbiilliittyy  ttoo  ccuurree..  

22.. MMoorreeoovveerr,,  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ppaattiieennttss  ttaakkiinngg  AARRVV  ppiillllss  rreecceeiivveess  tthhiiss
pprroodduucctt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ––  mmaannddaatteedd  bbyy  llaaww  ––  bbeeccaauussee  iinn  mmaannyy  ddoocc--
ttoorr’’ss  ooffffiicceess  aanndd  hhoossppiittaallss  AARRVV ppiillllss  aarree  ddeelliibbeerraatteellyy  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm
tthhee  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr’’ss  bbooxx  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  tthhee  wwaarrnniinngg  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  tthhee
ppaattiieennttss  rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  AARRVV  ppiillllss..  

TThhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  mmuullttiinnaattiioonnaallss  ssuuppppoorrtt  ssppeecciiaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss,,
wwhhiicchh  iinnffiillttrraattee  tthhee  hhoossppiittaallss  iinn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  wwoorrlldd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  vveeiill  ooff
cchhaarriittyy..  AA  mmaaiinn  ffuunnccttiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iiss,,  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  AARRVV ppiillllss
oouutt  ooff  tthhee  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  bbooxx  aanndd  ““rreeppaacckkaaggee””  tthheemm  iinn  ccoolloouurrffuull  ddaaiillyy
ssuuppppllyy  bbooxxeess  ––  rreemmoovviinngg  aannyy  pprroodduucctt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  wwaarrnniinngg  nnoottiiccee..  

OOnnee  ooff  tthheessee  ““rreeppaacckkaaggiinngg””  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ““MMééddeecciinnss  SSaannss
FFrroonnttiièèrreess””,,  MMSSFF  ((DDooccttoorrss  WWiitthhoouutt  BBoorrddeerrss))..  TThhee  ppiiccttuurree  aabboovvee  iiss
ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  aann  MMSSFF  bbrroocchhuurree..  IItt  sshhoowwss  hhooww  AARRVV  ppiillllss  aarree  ““rreeppaacckk--
aaggeedd””  ffrroomm  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ccoonnttaaiinneerrss  ((uuppppeerr  rriigghhtt  hhaanndd  ccoorrnneerr))  iinnttoo  aa
ppaattiieenntt  bbooxx,,  wwhhiicchh  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  ccoonnttaaiinnss  tthhee  wwaarrnniinngg  nnoottiiccee  ––  bbuutt  iinnsstteeaadd
tthhee  ccoolloouurrffuull  llooggoo  ooff  MMSSFF..

Chapter_03.qxp  10.08.2007  11:55  Seite 69



70

CHAPTER  3

OOvveerr  tthhee  ppaasstt  ddeeccaaddeess,,  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  ccoolloonniiaalliissmm  ddiidd  nnoott  ddiiffffeerr
mmuucchh  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ffoorrmmss  ooff  ccoorrppoorraattee  ccoolloonniiaalliissmm..  HHiigghh  pprriicceedd  pprroodduuccttss
––  iinn  tthhiiss  ccaassee  ppaatteenntteedd  ddrruuggss  ––  wweerree  eexxppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg
ssiitteess  ooff  mmuullttiinnaattiioonnaall  ddrruugg  ccoommppaanniieess,,  ggeenneerraallllyy  llooccaatteedd  wwiitthhiinn  lleeaadd--
iinngg  iinndduussttrriiaalliisseedd  nnaattiioonnss,,  ssuucchh  aass  UUSSAA,,  UUKK,,  GGeerrmmaannyy  aanndd  FFrraannccee..  

SSiinnccee  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  ppeeooppllee  ccoouulldd  nnoott  aaffffoorrdd  tthheessee  ddrruuggss,,  tthhee  ddrruugg  mmuullttii--
nnaattiioonnaallss  hhaadd  ttoo  ppuusshh  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  ttoo  uussee  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff
RRaanndd  ooff  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss’’  mmoonneeyy  ttoo  ppaayy  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaassss  iimmppoorrtt  ooff  tthheessee  ddrruuggss..

PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  CCOOLLOONNIIAALLIISSMM
––  CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONNAALL  ––
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PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  CCOOLLOONNIIAALLIISSMM
––  TTHHEE  ‘‘AASSPPEENN’’  SSCCHHEEMMEE  ––

AAss  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  ccrriittiicciissmm  ooff  tthhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  mmuullttiinnaattiioonn--
aallss,,  tthheeyy  tthhoouugghhtt  ooff  nneeww,,  ccuunnnniinngg  mmooddeellss  ooff  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  tthheeiirr  ddrruuggss
aaccrroossss  AAffrriiccaa..  TThhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  cciirrcclleess  wweerree  tthhee  eeccoo--
nnoommiicc  mmoottoorrss  llaauunncchhiinngg  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  ccoommppaanniieess  iinn
SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  ssuucchh  aass  AAssppeenn..  TThhee  PPRR  eeffffeecctt  ooff  AARRVV  ppiillllss  ““mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd
iinn  SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa”” wwaass  sseevveerraall  ffoolldd..  FFiirrsstt,,  iitt  ddeeccrreeaasseedd  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee  ppuubb--
lliicciittyy  aabboouutt  ooppeenn  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  ccoolloonniiaalliissmm..  SSeeccoonndd,,  tthhee  ffaacctt  ooff  aann
AAffrriiccaann  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ssiittee  ffoorr  tthheessee  ddrruuggss  wwaass  uusseedd  aass  aa  ssttrraatteeggiicc  aaddvveerr--
ttiissiinngg  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  eexxppaanndd  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  ffoorr  AARRVVss  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddrruuggss  aaccrroossss
AAffrriiccaa..  TThhee  eeccoonnoommiicc  bbeenneeffiittss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ““AAssppeenn SScchheemmee””  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoorr--
eeiiggnn  ddrruugg  iinnvveessttoorrss  ssuurrppaasssseedd  aallll  tthheeiirr  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss..
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TTHHEE CCOONNSSEEQQUUEENNCCEESS OOFF TTHHEE AARRVV FFRRAAUUDD
FFOORR TTHHIISS LLIITTIIGGAATTIIOONN

Considering these facts, it is of utmost concern that the SAMA
functionaries and the TAC and their witnesses throughout their
Application simply ignore these facts and rather allege the oppo-
site to be true. In order to cover up the fact that ARV drugs have
never been shown to prevent or cure HIV or AIDS, the SAMA func-
tionaries and the TAC filed several witness statements by South
African doctors. These doctors are apparently trying to blind the
Court about the unproven efficacy of ARV drugs with the help of
their academic titles and list of publications. 

Of course, none of these doctors listed by the SAMA and the TAC
as ”witnesses” is able to change the scientific facts provided by the
manufacturers of these drugs themselves. Moreover, these experts
now need to be held responsible for making false and misleading
statements to the public about unproven health benefits of ARVs.

Thus, most of the witnesses listed by SAMA and the TAC as
“experts” on ARVs have in common that

1. they are economically or academically dependent on the
pharmaceutical business with patented ARV drugs,

2. they try to impress the High Court with ARV-promoting pub-
lications published in journals or presented at conferences
supported by the pharmaceutical industry,

3. they do not have any scientific record in the area of micronu-
trient research or nutritional therapies, while – at the same
time – allowing themselves to cast false judgements even on
the most basic facts of biological sciences, 

4. with their statements to the Court these witnesses try to
establish ARV drugs as the only scientifically proven therapy
for AIDS,
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5. with their witness statements openly contradict the official
product information by the manufacturers of these drugs that
they can neither treat HIV nor AIDS. 

BByy  pprreesseennttiinngg  tthheessee  oobbvviioouussllyy  ffaallssee  ffaaccttss  iinn  tthhiiss  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  tthheessee
ddooccttoorrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iiddeennttiiffiieedd  aass  ““ppsseeuuddoo--eexxppeerrttss””  aanndd  hhaavvee  ddiiss--
qquuaalliiffiieedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  ccrreeddiibbllee  wwiittnneesssseess..  TThhee  kkeeyy  ffaaccttss  ooff  tthheeiirr
ssttaatteemmeennttss  aabboouutt  AARRVVss  aarree  eevviiddeennttllyy  ffaallssee  aanndd  tthheeiirr  aaffffiiddaavviittss  ccaann
nnoo  lloonnggeerr  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  rreelleevvaanntt..
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TThhiiss  ffiigguurree  ssuummmmaarriisseess  tthhee  ssttrraatteeggyy  ooff  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  mmuullttiinnaattiioonnaallss
ttoo  mmaarrkkeett  tthheeiirr  AARRVV ddrruuggss  ddeessppiittee  tthhee  iinnaabbiilliittyy  ooff  tthheessee  ddrruuggss  ttoo  ccuurree
AAIIDDSS  aanndd  ddeessppiittee  tthheeiirr  eexxttrreemmee  ttooxxiicciittyy..  TThheessee  ddrruugg  ccoommppaanniieess  ssiimmppllyy
bbyyppaassss  tthhee  bbaann  oonn  aannyy  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  AARRVVss  ccaann  ccuurree  AAIIDDSS,,  bbyy  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg
oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss,,  cceerrttaaiinn  mmeeddiiaa,,  aanndd  eevveenn  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppaarrttiieess  iinn
tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwhhiicchh  llaarrggeellyy  iiggnnoorree  tthheessee  ffaaccttss  iinn  tthheeiirr  AARRVV  pprroommoottiioonn
ccaammppaaiiggnnss..  BByy  ddooiinngg  ssoo,,  tthheeyy  aacctt  hhiigghhllyy  iirrrreessppoonnssiibbllyy  ttoowwaarrddss  AAIIDDSS
vviiccttiimmss  aanndd  tthhee  ppuubblliicc..
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TTHHEE  PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY’’SS
AAPPPPRROOAACCHH  TTOO  AAIIDDSS  AASS  AA  GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRKKEETT

In the following paragraphs I address the business strategy behind
the promotion of toxic ARVs – as AIDS chemotherapy – by the
pharmaceutical industry. In brief, the pharmaceutical response to
AIDS is to treat this epidemic as a global market and a multibillion
Rand opportunity to increase its return on investments in patented
ARV drugs.

ARVs are the most common pharmaceutical approaches to AIDS.
Most ARVs are derivatives of drugs used in the “chemotherapy” of
cancer. The underlying therapeutic mechanism of these drugs is to
damage or destroy the cells of the body in the hope to also impair or
destroy cancer cells or – in the case of AIDS – virus containing cells.

It is basic knowledge that the primary target organ of these toxic
chemotherapeutic drugs is the bone marrow in the human body.
Moreover, the first cells toxically damaged are the fastest repro-
ducing cells, i.e. the blood cells deriving from the bone marrow.
This inevitably leads to the impaired production and function of
almost all subtypes of white blood cells and other cells that deter-
mine immune function in the body.

AIDS, the acquired immune deficiency syndrome, is by definition
an immune deficiency condition – i.e. a disease characterised by
an impaired function of the immune system. A 13-year old under-
stands that a toxic agent that damages the immune cells cannot
cause the immune system to improve and correct immune defi-
ciencies – rather than achieving the opposite – further aggravating
this condition.

Over the past two decades the AIDS epidemic has become a
multibillion Rand market for the pharmaceutical investment indus-
try with ARVs being essentially supplied from three drug exporting
countries, the US, the UK and Germany.
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The continued growth and expansion of the global ARV market is
essentially achieved by responding to the epidemic of immune
deficiencies with the promotion of chemotherapeutic drugs –
ARVs – that aggravate immune deficiencies. Through this market-
ing strategy, existing markets for ARVs and other drugs are being
continuously expanded and markets for newly generated diseases
are constantly being created.

This aggressive marketing strategy exposes patients taking ARV
drugs to compromise their immune systems and becoming suscep-
tible to tuberculosis and other bacterial, viral and fungal disease.
Even leprosy increases among patients taking ARV drugs, a fact
that has not only alerted the scientific community, but the public at
large as documented by a recent article in the “New York Times.”* 
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“Worrisome Link: AIDS Drugs and Leprosy”

“... Dr Gilla Kaplan, a professor at the University of Medicine and

Dentistry of New Jersey and one of the first to study connections between

AIDS and leprosy, agreed. Antiretroviral treatment, she said, “is going to

flush out the silent leprosy by making it symptomatic...” 

The New York Times October 24, 2006
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Under the false pretext describing ARVs as a cure for AIDS,
drug companies and their stake holders in medicine and
media are pushing to test every South African for HIV tests.

II  aanndd  IIII  aarree
kkeeyy  sstteeppss  
ttoo  llaauunncchh  
tthhee  ddrruugg  
mmaarrkkeettiinngg  
ssppiirraall

II

IIII

SStteepp--wwiissee  DDrruugg  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SScchheemmee  bbyy  PPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  SSttaakkeehhoollddeerrss

PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  CCOOLLOONNIIAALLIISSMM  AANNDD  AAIIDDSS

These lobbyists of drug multinationals pressure tens of
thousands of HIV infected South Africans  – even without
any signs of AIDS  – ttoo  ttaakkee  hhiigghhllyy  ttooxxiicc  AARRVV  ddrruuggss  

While ARV drugs can neither cure HIV nor AIDS, they in
fact destroy the immune system and cause inflammation,
organ damage and other side effects – ccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett
ffoorr  eevveenn  mmoorree  ddrruugg  ssaalleess..

ARV drugs weaken the immune system of everyone.
These drugs do not prevent immune deficiencies, but in
fact cause them and render the body susceptible to fungal
and other common infections – ccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  ffoorr
eevveenn  mmoorree  ddrruugg  ssaalleess..

The continued intake of ARVs weakens the immune sys-
tem so much that severe infectious diseases, including
tuberculosis, leprosy and others, appear and also spread in
epidemic proportions – ccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  ffoorr  eevveenn  mmoorree
ddrruugg  ssaalleess..

The mass supply of chemical drugs cause ever new and
even more aggressive strains of micro-organisms appear –
ccrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  ffoorr  eevveenn  mmoorree  ssaalleess  ooff  ddrruuggss  aanndd  nneeww
““ddrruugg  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonnss””..

MMiilllliioonnss  ooff  PPeeooppllee  DDiiee NNaattiioonnaall  EEccoonnoommiieess  DDrraaiinneedd
CCoonnsseeqquueenncceess
ffoorr  PPeeooppllee  aanndd  
GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss::

Chapter_03.qxp  10.08.2007  11:55  Seite 76



77

The Pharmaceutical Investment Business With the AIDS Epidemic

DDrruugg  MMuullttiinnaattiioonnaallss  
MMaakkee  BBiilllliioonnss  ffrroomm

BBuussiinneessss  WWiitthh  DDiisseeaassee  

DDeevveellooppiinngg  NNaattiioonnss  
AArree  KKeepptt  EEccoonnoommiiccaallllyy

DDeeppeennddeenntt

TThhee  AAIIDDSS--EEppiiddeemmiicc  iiss  tthhee  ddoooorr  ooppeenneerr  ffoorr  tthhee  pphhaarr--
mmaacceeuuttiiccaall  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  bbuussiinneessss  aanndd  iittss  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssttaakkee--
hhoollddeerrss  ttoo  kkeeeepp  AAffrriiccaa  ––  aanndd  tthhee  eennttiirree  ddeevveellooppiinngg
wwoorrlldd  ––  iinn  aa  ssttrraanngglleehhoolldd..  TThheeiirr  ssttrraatteeggiicc  ggooaall::  CCrreeaattee
nneeww  ddiisseeaasseess  aass  nneeww  mmuullttii--bbiilllliioonn  rraanndd  mmaarrkkeettss  ffoorr
tthheeiirr  ppaatteenntteedd  ddrruuggss  tthhaatt  ddrraaiinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall
eeccoonnoommiieess..

++  CCoommbbiinnaattiioonn  ooff  AAnnttiibbiioottiiccss  
aanndd  CChheemmootthheerraappyy

++  HHiigghh  DDoossee  AAnnttiibbiioottiiccss

++  AAnnttiimmiiccrroobbiiaall  DDrruuggss

++  PPaaiinn  rreelliieevveerrss,,  
AAnnttii--iinnffllaammmmaattoorryy  DDrruuggss

dd

DDrruuggssAARRVV
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Particularly alarming are the toxic side effects of so-called highly
active anti-retroviral treatments (HAART) which have been accom-
panied by an increase in deaths attributable to cancer, especially
lung cancer.* For more detailed information about the adverse
effects of ARVs I refer the honourable Court to the affidavit of the
sixth Respondent.

The accusation that the pharmaceutical industry responds to dis-
eases by promoting drugs that do not cure these diseases, rather
than further aggravating them, is serious and is not made easily.
One may even reject such a serious accusation for the simple fact
that it violates all ethical standards as well as national and interna-
tional laws. The fact is, however, that such marketing schemes by
the pharmaceutical industry are widely used and are in no way
limited only to ARV drugs and the AIDS epidemic.

For more than a half a century chemotherapeutic agents have been
promoted by drug companies as a “treatment of choice” in the fight
against cancer. The ineffectiveness of chemotherapy in the global
fight against cancer is evidenced by the fact that until today cancer
has remained the third leading cause of death in the industrialised
world. While this failure has been highly publicised, the reasons
for it have not. Hardly anyone knows that many chemotherapeutic
agents promoted by drug companies as cancer “treatments” are
actually well-established “human carcinogens”, as documented by
the Merck Manual and the official US-“Report on Carcinogens.”
These carcinogens include such widespread cancer agents as
Cyclophasphamide, Tamoxifen, Melphalan and others.*

The pharmaceutical marketing scheme to sell drugs that are
known to cause cancer to millions of cancer patients –, and to pro-
mote drugs that are known to damage the immune system of mil-
lions of AIDS patients – is rather daring. This marketing scheme
only works under one condition: that both cancer and AIDS are
being upheld as “untreatable” and essentially “death verdicts.” 

This sobering scientific analysis has far-reaching economic conse-
quences. Should those millions of patients affected by cancer or
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TThhee  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  ooff  AARRVV  ddrruuggss  ttoo  iimmmmuunnee  ddeeffiicciieenntt  AAIIDDSS  ppaattiieennttss  iiss  aa
mmeerree  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  sscchheemmee  uusseedd  bbyy  ddrruugg  mmuullttiinnaattiioonnaallss  ffoorr
ddeeccaaddeess  ttoo  pprrooffiitt  ffrroomm  tthhee  gglloobbaall  ccaanncceerr  eeppiiddeemmiicc..

•• CCaanncceerr:: TTooxxiicc  cchheemmiiccaall  ddrruuggss  aarree  bbeeiinngg  pprroommootteedd  ttoo  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff
ccaanncceerr  ppaattiieennttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaallssee  pprroommiissee  ttoo  eexxppaanndd  oorr  eevveenn  ssaavvee  tthheeiirr
lliivveess..  YYeett,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffrreeqquueenntt  ssiiddee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  tthheessee  cchheemmiiccaall  ddrruuggss  iiss
ddaammaaggee  ttoo  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  cceellllss  aanndd  tthhee  ttrriiggggeerriinngg  ooff  nneeww  ccaanncceerr  ––
wwhhiicchh  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnccrreeaassee  ddrruugg  ssaalleess..

•• AAIIDDSS:: IInn  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  wwaayy,,  ttooxxiicc  cchheemmiiccaall  ddrruuggss  ((AARRVVss))  aarree  bbeeiinngg  pprroo--
mmootteedd  ttoo  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  AAIIDDSS  ppaattiieennttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaallssee  pprroommiissee  ttoo  ccuurree
oorr  ssaavvee  tthheeiirr  lliivveess..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  sscciieennttiiffiicc  ffaaccttss  aabboouutt  tthheessee  ddrruuggss
aarree  ddiiffffeerreenntt:: TThheeyy  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhee  iimmmmuunnee  ssyysstteemm,,  ccaauussee  mmoorree
iimmmmuunnee  ddeeffiicciieennccyy  aanndd  tthheerreebbyy  ppaavvee  tthhee  wwaayy  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
ooff  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  iinnffeeccttiioouuss  ddiisseeaasseess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ttuubbeerrccuulloossiiss  aanndd  ootthheerr
bbaacctteerriiaall,,  vviirraall  aanndd  ffuunnggaall  ddiisseeaasseess..  TThheessee  ddiisseeaasseess,,  ttoooo,,  aarree  mmuullttii--
bbiilllliioonn  RRaanndd  ddrruugg  mmaarrkkeettss..
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those affected by AIDS ever learn that science-based and safe
health approaches are available to effectively help control these
diseases, the global market of chemotherapeutic drugs will
inevitably collapse.

TTHHEE  FFAARR--RREEAACCHHIINNGG  CCOONNSSEEQQUUEENNCCEESS  
OOFF  TTHHEE  PPHHAARRMMAACCEEUUTTIICCAALL  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  
WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  AAIIDDSS  EEPPIIDDEEMMIICC

It goes without saying that the pharmaceutical investment interests
are trying to do everything to keep the multibillion Rand investment
market with patented ARV drugs alive. Worse, as an investment
industry they do everything to expand this ARV drug market – i.e. to
expand the AIDS epidemic under the pretext of fighting it. 

The marketing strategy behind this pharmaceutical approach to
AIDS as well as the devastating global consequences are well doc-
umented, but little known: The World Health organisation (WHO)
defined AIDS in an official conference in Bangui, Central Africa, as
the occurrence of five typical “AIDS-defining symptoms.” They are:
fever, diarrhoea, persistent cough, weight loss and TB symptoms.

To expand their global markets with AIDS drugs, the pharmaceuti-
cal industry has consistently tried to reduce the problem of AIDS
to a simple equation, the infection with the human immunodefi-
ciency virus (HIV). It is currently vigorously debated whether the
pharmaceutical equation HIV=AIDS is a scientific fact or a market-
ing strategy for the promotion of ARV drugs.
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The answer to this question is surprisingly simple and comes from
WHO data as recently as 2001.* The statistical evaluation of these
unique global data show that:

• From all people infected with HIV statistically less than 20 %
develop the immune deficiency condition AIDS – even after
13 years.

• This means that after more than a decade over 80% of all
HIV-infected individuals remain AIDS free.

• If HIV were the highly pathogenic micro-organism that it is
being promoted to be by pharmaceutical medicine, AIDS-
symptoms would occur in about 100% of the cases – and
within a relatively short time.

• While HIV may be present in AIDS patients it cannot be the
only cause of AIDS.

On the other hand, the statistical evaluation of large scale clinical
studies using ARV drugs in HIV-positive patients show a distinctly
different picture:*
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MMoorree  tthhaann  8800 %%  
ooff  HHIIVV  iinnffeecctteedd  ppeeooppllee  

DDOO NNOOTT
ddeevveelloopp  AAIIDDSS

**TThhee  ddaattaa  uusseedd  aarree  bbaasseedd  oonn
gglloobbaall  AAIIDDSS  ccaasseess  

ffrroomm  WWHHOO  rreeppoorrttss  iinn  22000011..

HHIIVV IISS  NNOOTT  TTHHEE  OONNLLYY  CCAAUUSSEE  OOFF  AAIIDDSS

– Based on Global Data* –

AAnn  aannaallyyssiiss  ooff  wwoorrllddwwiiddee  ddaattaa  ffrroomm  AAIIDDSS  ppaattiieennttss,,  ppuubblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee
WWoorrlldd  HHeeaalltthh  OOrrggaanniissaattiioonn  ((WWHHOO)),,  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  wwiitthhiinn  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhiirr--
tteeeenn  yyeeaarrss,,  lleessss  tthhaann  2200 %%  ooff  HHIIVV  ppoossiittiivvee  ppeeooppllee  ddeevveelloopp  AAIIDDSS..  

TThheessee  ddaattaa  cclleeaarrllyy  sshhooww  tthhaatt  HHIIVV  ccaannnnoott  bbee  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  oorr  oonnllyy  ccaauussee
ooff  AAIIDDSS,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  eevveerryy  HHIIVV  iinnffeeccttiioonn  wwoouulldd  aauuttoommaattiiccaallllyy  ccaauussee
AAIIDDSS..

MMoorreeoovveerr,,  iiff  mmoorree  tthhaann  8800 %%  ooff  HHIIVV--iinnffeecctteedd  ppeeooppllee  aarree  ssttiillll  aalliivvee
aafftteerr  tthhiirrtteeeenn  yyeeaarrss  ––  eevveenn  wwiitthhoouutt  ttaakkiinngg  AARRVVss  ––  HHIIVV  ccaannnnoott  bbee  tthhee
aaggggrreessssiivvee  vviirruuss  tthhaatt  nneecceesssseerraallllyy  kkiillllss  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthhiinn  mmoonntthhss  oorr  aa  ffeeww
yyeeaarrss..  TThheessee  WWHHOO  ddaattaa  ddoo  nnoott  eexxcclluuddee  tthhaatt  HHIIVV ccaann  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo
AAIIDDSS,,  bbuutt  iitt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  iittss  ssoollee  ccaauussee..
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**** DDaattaa  bbaasseedd  oonn  AAIIDDSS mmoorrttaalliittyy
rraatteess  ffrroomm  ssttuuddiieess  wwiitthh  ppeeooppllee

oonn  AARRVV ddrruuggss..
Palella et al., New England 
Journal of Medicine, 1998; 

Hogg et al., Journal of the American
Medical Association, 2003.

– Based on ARV drug studies** –

AARRVV  IINNTTAAKKEE  EEVVEENNTTUUAALLLLYY CCAAUUSSEESS  AAIIDDSS

IInn  sshhaarrpp  ccoonnttrraasstt,,  tthhee  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  ttwwoo  ooff  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  cclliinniiccaall  ssttuuddiieess
iinn  wwhhiicchh  AAIIDDSS  ppaattiieennttss  ttooookk  AARRVV  ddrruuggss  sshhooww,,  tthhaatt  aallmmoosstt  aallll  ppeeooppllee
ttaakkiinngg  AARRVV ddrruuggss  eevveennttuuaallllyy  ddeevveelloopp  AAIIDDSS  aanndd  ddiiee  aatt  aa  hhiigghh  rraattee..  IItt
ccaann  bbee  ccaallccuullaatteedd  tthhaatt  aallll  ppaattiieennttss  ttaakkiinngg  AARRVVss  wwoouulldd  ddeevveelloopp  ffuullll
bblloowwnn  AAIIDDSS  aanndd  ddiiee  ffrroomm  iitt  iinn  lleessss  tthhaann  tthhiirrtteeeenn  yyeeaarrss..  

TThhee  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall  iinndduussttrryy  kknnoowwss  tthheessee  ffaaccttss..  TThhuuss,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aann
iinntteerreesstt  ttoo  aarrttiiffiicciiaallllyy  ccrreeaattee  tthhee  eeqquuaattiioonn  ““HHIIVV  ==  AAIIDDSS  == DDeeaatthh””..  FFoorr  iitt
iiss  oonnllyy  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  eeqquuaattiioonn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccaann  jjuussttiiffyy  tthhee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  ttooxxiicc
aanndd  iinneeffffeeccttiivvee  ddrruuggss  ttoo  HHIIVV--iinnffeecctteedd  ppeeooppllee  ––  eevveenn  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ssiiggnnss
ooff  tthhee  AAIIDDSS  ddiisseeaassee..

TThhee  aabboovvee  ddaattaa  aallssoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddrruugg  ccoommppaanniieess  hhaavvee  aann  iinncceennttiivvee
ttoo  pprroommoottee  AARRVV  ddrruuggss,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  oobbvviioouussllyy  eexxppaanndd  tthhee  AAIIDDSS  eeppii--
ddeemmiicc  aanndd  tthheerreebbyy  tthhee  mmuullttii--bbiilllliioonn  RRaanndd  ddrruugg  mmaarrkkeett..

TThhee  ddrruugg  iinndduussttrryy
rreeccoommmmeennddss  AARRVV
ddrruuggss  ttoo  eevveerryy  HHIIVV--
iinnffeecctteedd  ppeerrssoonn..
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CHAPTER  3

• The death rate from AIDS among HIV-positive patients taking
ARVs is statistically at least 7 % each year.

• This means that almost 100 % of those patients taking toxic
ARVs have developed AIDS and have died after 13 years.

SSeevveerraall  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ccoonncclluussiioonnss  ccaann  bbee  ddrraawwnn  ffrroomm  tthheessee  ffaaccttss
wwhhiicchh  aarree  ssuummmmaarriisseedd  iinn  tthhee  aattttaacchheedd  ggrraapphh::**

11.. WWhhiillee  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  HHIIVV--ppoossiittiivvee  ppaattiieennttss  nnoott  ttaakkiinngg  AARRVVss
hhaavvee  aann  8800 %%  cchhaannccee  ttoo  ssuurrvviivvee  1133  yyeeaarrss  AAIIDDSS  ffrreeee,,  tthhee  ssttaa--
ttiissttiiccaall  cchhaanncceess  ttoo  ssuurrvviivvee  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  ffoorr  ppaattiieennttss  ttaakkiinngg
AARRVVss  aarree  cclloossee  ttoo  zzeerroo..

22.. TThhee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  AARRVV  ddrruuggss  ttoo  aallll  HHIIVV  ppoossiittiivvee  ppaattiieennttss  iiss
nnoott  bbaasseedd  oonn  sscciieennttiiffiicc  ffaaccttss  nnoorr  ddooeess  iitt  hheellpp  tthhee  ppaattiieennttss..  IItt
iiss  ssoolleellyy  bbuuiilltt  oonn  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  ssttrraatteeggiieess  ooff  pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall
ccoommppaanniieess  sseelllliinngg  AARRVVss  aanndd  llooookkiinngg  ttoo  eexxppaanndd  tthheeiirr  ddrruugg
mmaarrkkeettss..

33.. TThhee  oonnllyy  wwaayy  ttoo  ccaauussee  AAIIDDSS  ssyymmppttoommss  iinn  aabboouutt  110000 %%  ooff
HHIIVV  iinnffeecctteedd  ppeeooppllee  iiss  ttoo  pprroommoottee  ttooxxiicc  AARRVVss  ttoo  tthheemm  ––
iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  aafftteerr  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddiiaaggnnoosseedd  aass  HHIIVV  ppoossiittiivvee..

Considering these facts the need for effective, safe and affordable
alternatives is paramount. Even if they are not cures for HIV either,
the minimum they can accomplish is to strengthen the immune
system of patients affected by immune deficiencies / AIDS – and
not aggravate these conditions. 
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TThhee  pprroommootteerrss  ooff  tthhee  AARRVV  ddrruugg  bbuussiinneessss  aarrgguuee  tthhaatt  
nnaattuurraall  vviittaammiinnss  aanndd  nnuuttrriittiioonnaall  mmeeddiicciinnee  eennddaannggeerr  

tthhee  lliivveess  ooff  AAIIDDSS  ppaattiieennttss..

TThhee  ffaaccttss  oonn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaaggeess  ccoorrrreecctt  tthhiiss  mmyytthh..
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